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1707. The clergy, nevertheless, attempted at various times to
= raise the tithes back again to one-thirteenth; but the
Tithes. superior council of Quebec always opposed it, and as they
finally appealed to the king’s council, that appeal drew on
them a decree of July 12, 1707, which exploded beyond

hope their pretensions in the matter.'

On the other hand, besides the sum of 7,600 livres which
the king had assigned them supplementary to the tithes,’
his majesty also granted one of 2,000 livres for those whose
advanced age or infirmities prevented from administering
their parishes, and, by a decree of March 29th, 1717, it was
ordered that this sum be divided in five portions of 300

livres, and one of 200.°

Thepatron- ' Lhere are, finally, two sums of 1,350 livres each, one in

age of the

parishes 1avor of the parish priests, and the other for the erection

vested in

the Bishop. Of parochial churches, the patronage of which, by a decree
of March 27, 1699," was vested in the bishop, to the exclu-
sion of the seigneurs, who had till then enjoyed it by
virtue of a former decree of May, 1679.° The last act also
required churches to be built of stone. All the sums paid
by the king from his domain, for the purposes just men-
tioned, are at the disposal of the bishop. The chapter
of the cathedral is composed of a dean, great chanter,
great arch-deacon, theologian, and twelve canons. The
king reserves to himself the nomination to the two first
dignities, the bishop appoints all the rest.’ ’
To return to the island of Montreal, and conclude all
that regards the establishments in Canada for ecclesiasti-

cal and charitable purposes

: the clergy of the Seminary
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